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Prehistoric

Lascaux, France  17300 BC

Cave paintings  dating back to 32000 BC



Roman square capitals

Trajan's Column, Rome, Italy  113 AD

Inscriptions  1st century BC to 5th century AD



Stone carving for lettering

Roman square capital O
with a 30° angle

first painted onto surface carving with chisel & hammer afterwards



Square capitals on architecture 

Pantheon, Rome, Italy  126 AD



Quill pen as the new writing instrument

still the same shape and the same angle but a wing feather instead of a chisel



Square capitals by hand

Vergilius Augusteus, manuscript  4th century 

Ancient calligraphic script  1st to 6th century



Rustic capitals Ancient calligraphic script  1st to 9th century

Codex Vaticanus, manuscript  between 325 and 350 AD



Latin Uncial Calligraphic script  3rd to 8th century

Codex Sinaiticus, manuscript  between 330 and 360 AD



Abbeys and libraries became important

Christian monks develop the shape of their script while copying manuscripts



Carolingian minuscule

Fragment of Bible on parchment  between 1000 and 1099 AD

Calligraphic script  8th to 12th century



Humanist minuscule calligraphic script  from 14th century on

Book of Hours  between 1497 and 1500 AD



Blackletters

sharp, straight, angular lines 30° angle written with quill pen



Blackletters script and type  8rd to 12th century

Gutenberg Bible  around 1450 AD



Gothic architecture and types

Parallels between Gothic architecture, arches and types



Metal typesetting

matrix lead metal type printed type

Letterpress  from 1450 AD on
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Anatomy of Type

baseline



Anatomy of Type

cap line



Anatomy of Type

cap height



Anatomy of Type

ascender line



Anatomy of Type

ascender line

cap line



Anatomy of Type

ascender height



Anatomy of Type

mean line



Anatomy of Type

x-height



Anatomy of Type

descender line



Anatomy of Type

descender height



Serif

Sans Serif

Anatomy of Type



Anatomy of Type

Capitals

True small capitals



Anatomy of Type

True small capitals

Scaled small caps 



Anatomy of Type

True small capitals

Scaled small caps 



Anatomy of Type

Old-style numerals

Regular numerals
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Classification of Type

Font examples
Garamond, Bembo, Sabon

Old-Style



Classification of Type

Font examples
Caslon, Baskerville, Times

Traditional



Classification of Type

Font examples
Bodoni, Didot, Walbaum

Modern Style



Classification of Type

Font examples
Clarendon, Rockwell, Serifa

Egyptian/Slab Serif



Classification of Type

Font examples
Myriad, Univers, Helvetica

Sans Serif



Garamond

Classification of Type Old-style



Baskerville

Classification of Type Traditional



Bodoni

Classification of Type Modern Style



Serifa

Classification of Type Egyptian/Slab  Serif



Univers

Classification of Type Sans Serif
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Font examples



Myriad

Univers 

Helvetica Neue

Font examples



Myriad Univers Helvetica Neue

Font examples



Font examples

Myriad Univers Helvetica Neue



Font examples

Myriad Univers Helvetica Neue



Font examples



Font examples



Font examples



Font examples

RegularCondensed Extended

Font family



Font examples

Baskerville

Bembo

Bodoni

Caslon

Centennial

Serif



Font examples

Sabon

Swift

Garamond

Utopia

Walbaum

Serif



Font examples

Akzidenz Grotesk

Bell Gothic

DIN

Frutiger

Gill Sans

Sans serif



Font examples

Helvetica Neue

Meta

Syntax

Univers

Whitney

Sans serif



Font examples

Officina Serif

Officina Sans

Hybrid styles



Font examples

Thesis – The Serif

Thesis – The Mix

Thesis – The Sans

Hybrid styles



Font examples

Rotis Serif

Rotis Semi Serif

Rotis Semi Sans

Rotis Sans Serif

Hybrid styles



Geometry can produce legible letter but art alone makes them beautiful.

Paul Standard, 1947

April Greiman  2011


